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CHRONICLE, 

Captain Jenkinson appears to have remained in ot 
about Moscow, until his return, which accounts for Webbe 
only alluding to the Russians, while with him. 

1590. 0t. 16. ^ Webbe again goes out to Russia — this time to Narva, 
in the Gulf of Finland — in the English Russia fleet of 13 
ships, under Captain William Burrough. 
July 10. ^ The fleet capture j ships of Danish rovers at Turtee 
island. For the official account of this fight, see Note i. 
Webbe adds additional information as to the fate of the 
INiaoners. 

He appears to have remained through the winter at 
Moscow, for before the English fleet arrived next year, 

fiStu May 24. Moscow was burnt by the Crim-Tartars. For two ac- 
ttt. 17. counts of wluch see Note a. 

Webbe escapes the fire and the crush only to become 
a slave. Giles Fletcher, writing twenty years later on, 
tells us, — 

*'llie chiefebootie the Tartars seeke for in all their 
warres, is to get store of captiues, specially yong bo^s 
and grirls. whom they sell to the Turkes, or other their 
neighbors. To this purpose, they take with them great 
baskets made like bakers panniers to carrie them tenderly, 
and if any of them happen to tyer, or to be sicke on the 
wav, they da^ him against the ground, or some tree 
and so leave him dead. Ofttu Rvsse Commotnuealth^ 
fol. 60. 

Wel>bet with^ seven other Englishmen, is taken to 
Kafia in the Crimea. 

After some time (Web))e states five years), they are 
ransomed for 300 crowns — ;^iia : 10 : o of then English 
money, each. 

It was probably^ on this return home, through Russia, 
that Webbe lost his all in the wreck of the Hart^ i3 miles 
^ from Narva. 

1566, May^ I. StlifH II, becomes Sultan of Turkey. 

1571. Oct. 7. 'The Sea-^s^t at Lepanto.' Don Tohn of Austria, at 

the head of 203 galleys, and 6 great Venetian galeasses. 
fights the Turkish fleet of 340 galleys and 60 smaller 
vessels : and gains an immense victory, sinking 94 ships 
and capturing 130 more. 3o»ooo Turks are slain, and 
15,000 Christian galley-slaves released from slavery. 

f Webbe sails in the Henry of London for L^hom, 

/. 19. 
t At Palermo, sees die Earl of Oxford give his challenge, 

/. ja. 
1593. Oct Don John retakes the teivm of Tunis from the Turks. 

The Spaniaixls had held the citadel already. Webbe 

states he was there in the Royals p. 3 j. 
From Leghorn the Henry is sent to Alexandria ; with 

a crew of 60 men, among whom, and apparently for the 

first time, Webbe is Master gunner, >. 19. 
f Returning from Alexandria, the Henry is, after a fight 

of 48 hours, captured by the Turks, /. 19. Webbe is 

made a galley-slave. 

1574. Dec. 3 1. Amurath III. {Muraui Khan) becotnes Sultan. 
X576. May u. Thamasp /., S/iah 0/ Persia, dies. 

A disputed succession leads to fierce contests and 
\ national disorder in Persia. Amurath determines to 

conquer it. 
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6 tHRONICLE, 

fog home via the Danube, Poland, and the Hanse to«'n& 

'g ilakluyt, i. 400. 

ci At Naples, Webbe is denounced by a Genoese as an 

"m English spy. Is 16 days in a dark dungeon : ' thrice had 

b] 15^^ I ye strappado.' Is further imprisoned 7 months, 

o 'Feb. He petitions the Viceroy. The King appoints him 

"" <»e of his gimners, with 3$ crowns a month. 

c Naturally he seizes the first opportunity of escape. 

£ Finally does get away in the Grace of London, Nicholas 

o Nottingham, Master. 

"^ May I. art. 35. Webbs arrives in England, after 13 years absence. 

May to Nov. Visits his friends. 

« / Nov. Goes over into France. Henry IV. appoints him Chief 

^ [ Master Gunner in the field. 

S i5yi>. Mar. 14. Battle of Ivry. Henry IV. beats the League,^. 34. 
'~ Kt. 36. Jealous French gimners poison Webbe. He is saved 

by ' Unicorn's horu . ' and returns to England. 
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Takes lodgings in i lackwall, where he writes his narra- 
live, hnally on 
May 19 lie dedicates his b^ok* 



inrvTi 




THE TRAVELS 



EDWARD WEBBE. 



INTRODUCTION. 



ME dread of the Great Turk pervading 
Chriflendom, in the days of Queen Eliza- 
beth, is a thing hard of apprehenfion to 
the prefent generation of Engliffimen. 
Beyond the comparatively petty inteftine 
i^uarrels of Chriilian princes, there feemed furely 
furging onwards the great wave of Mahomedan inva- 
fion. In numbers incalculable, in numbers apparently 
inexhaullible, the Turks had poured into Europe. 
Hardly a century had expired fince they had blotted 
out the Eadem Roman Empire, — the venerable 
polity of eleven centuries, the bridge between an- 
cient and modern hi (lory. Within that century, 
they had conquered Greece, Egypt, Rhodes, and 
Cyprus ; had penetrated into Italy ; and had carried 
devaflation through Hungary, to the very walls of 
Vienna. Even now the fouthern nations of Europe 
were grappling with them, as in a death llruggle. 
Crufliing defeats, fuch as 'The great fea-fight of 
Lepanto,' and they were rare enough, feemed hardly 
to diminifh the numbers or check the power of the 
Turks, or to procure for the ChriRians even a mo- 
ment's breathing time. Need "Mt ■«oTvitL\, ■&\^::tv,"-Si. 



ofttimes men's hearts failed ihem, for fear, for dread, 
and for defpair? 

With the power oftiie Great Turk confider the might 
of the king of Spain. In addition to Spain, the Low 
Countries, Naples, and Sicily, Philip II. poffeffed 
colonies in the New World, in the aggregate as vail 
as Chriflendom itfelf. He was the moil potent 
Chriflian king, drawing fabulous riches from the New 
World for the maintenance of large armies and fleets 
in tlie Old, which he employed as much in extinguifli- 
ing the liberties of his fubjedls as in attempting to 
cruih thofe who chofe to win for themfelves and their 
pollerity, at the utmofl hazard of their all, the precious 
effentials of exiflence: freedom of thought, of aflion, 
and of worfliip, 

Contrafled with thefe two Empires, then at their 
xenilh, the pofition of England, as an European (late, 
was comparatively infignificant. To the Turks, the 
Englilh were but a hardy variety of Chtidians, to whom 
— following their cuflom with regard to all the foreign 
nations with which they came in contai5l— tliey gave 
the defignation, as an appropriate nickname, of ' The 
Clothiers.' To the Spaniards, they were execrable 
heretics, doomed to be conquered by them in this 
worid, and to endlefs torment in the next. 

Nothing but utterly reckleis daring, nothing but 
alraoll fuperhuman endurance and courage, nothing 
but a national charadler deeply imbued with the 
finiplell rehance upon the Saviour of mankind, 
could fave — did fave our ifland home from the ulti- 
mate grafp of one or other of thefe mighty defpotifms. 
Ky the good providence of God, the fcale has been 
ed. Vidloria benignly rules an Eaftem Empire 



Introdu^ien. 9 

more populous than that of Amurath ; foilers colonies 
larger and richer— richer not ooly in gold ' that perifii- 
eth,' but in all the conrtituents of human happinefs, ali 
the elements of human progrefs — than ever poffefftd 
Phihp II.; and is entlironed in the hearts of a people 
more united and infinitely more powerful than were 
ever the fubjefls of her great predeceffor, Elizabeth. 

Though the following jottings from the memory — 
enfeebled by fuffering — of 'a simple man void of 
learning,' are of but little hiftorical value; they give us 
a pafTmg glimpfe of the vail whirlwind of confli6iing 
forces then raging over Southern Europe; of fomc of 
the dangers that befet Englifli commerce beyond the 
narrow feas ; and of that Engliih pluck and endur- 
ance which won unto itfelf the power and renown 
which have come down to us from our forefathers. 

Webbe is every inch an Englidiman. In nothing 
more fo than in the cheerful, modeft, yet dauntlefs 
defire with which — after having through eighteen 
years of flavery experienced what could be inflided 
upon him by the feverity of the Tartars, by the 
hariher cruelty of the Turks, and by the dill fiercer 
ferocity of the Chridians — heconcludes his narrative :— 
'I (hall be glad and do daylie defire that I may be 
imployed in fome fuch fervice as may be profitable to 
my Prince and Cuntrey.' The epic of modem 
hiftory is to be found in the Elizabethan age. 
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Rare and moft wonderful 



thinofes which Edward Webbe 



an Engliniman borne, hath feene and paffed 

tiis troubleforae trauailes, in the Citties of leru- 
lem, Dammasko, Bethelem and Galely : and 
n tlie Landes of lewrie, Egipt, Gtecia, 
Ruffia, and b the Land of Preaer lohn. 
....^.ein is fet foorth his extreame flauerie I 
ained many yeres togither, in the Gallies and war 

iof the great Turk againd the Landes of Pei-fia, 
Tarlaria, Spaine, and Portugall, with the 
manner of his releafement, and commtng 
k 
LONDON, 

Printed by Ralph Blower, for Thomas Pauier, & 
are lo he foldc at his Ihop in Coni-hill, m llic fiinic of ihe Cat flJid 
Pjnats, ouer aeainft Popesheaa alley, nere ihe Royal Exchange. 
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■" The Epistle to the Reader, 



BViteous Reader, I haue undertaken in this 
I Ihort difcourfe, to vtter vnto thee ye mod 
I part of fiich things as I faw and paffed in 
: of my troublefome trauell and 
(lauith life fufteyned in tlie Gallies, and 
wars of the great Turke. 

And this I do protell, that in this booke there is 
nothing mentioned or expreffed, but that which is of 
truth ; and what mine own Eies haue perfeflly feene. 
Some foolifh perfons perhaps will cavel and fay, that 
tliiefe are but Lies and fables : and that it conteyneth 
nothing elfe : but to thofe I aunfwere, that what- 
focuer is herein mentioned, he whofoeuer he be, 
tliat lliall foe finde faulte, and doubt of the trueth 
hereof, let him but make inquirie of the bed and 
greatefl trauellers and Merchants about ail this land : 
and they doubtles will refoluc them that it is true 
which is here expreffed: with a great deale more, 
which now I cannot call to remembrance, for that my 
memory faileth me, by meanes of my great and 
greeuouB troubles. From my lodging at Black-wall, 
this nineteenth of May. 1590, 

Your Loving cuntreman, 



I 



3ving cuntreman, ^^^^M 
Edward Webbe. ^^^H 



I TO THE MOST MIGHTY, MY GRATIOVS 

AND RENOWNED SOVERAIGNE, ELIZA- 
BETH by the grace of God Queene of England, 
Fraunce and Ireland, defender of the faith, &c 
■yovr highnesse most HVMBLE SVBIECT, 
Edward Web, hartely prayeth for the continuance 
of your Maieflies heahh and profperous raigne to 
the worides ende. 



^ 



jOnfidering {mofl Gracious and dread Soue- 
raigne) the wonderful prouidence of AV 
niightie god (hewed towardes your High- 
neffe fmce the time of your mod happie 
and profperous raigne, afwell in the prc- 
feruation of your Maieflies perfon from the handes of 
I youi highneffe enemies, as alfo, in defending tliis fmall 
Angle or Realme of Englande from the force of for- 
raine foes ; and the continuall blelfings of peace and 
plentie, with which euer fince, he hath in bounlifull 
fort maintained it : I coulde not therefore but (ac- 
cording to mydutie) renderhumble thankes to almightie 
god for the fame when to my great comfort, euen in 
the midfl. of my thraldome in Turkic, I did heare it 
mofl tniely reported by a Chrilliane Captiue, and 
your HighnefTe Clemencie, by him highlly commended. 
The Report of whofe fame truly difcribed, afwell in 
--flie adminiflration of iuflice, and fupporlingof Chriflian 
[^religion, as alfo in rclieuing and fuccouring the poore 
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diftreffed members of this lande, gaue me iuH caufe to 
hartely for my deliuerie, and to long inwardly, 
I came to fee your highweffe (my dread Soue- 
le) and this my Natiue Cuntrey : and now iiauing 
led my long expedted wifh, I doe in all hmnble- 
proflrate my felfe, and this plaine difcourfe of my 
trauels to your moil excellent Maieftie : wherein may 
be feene, that if in Turkie I would haue denied my 
Chrift, or in my trauel [I] woulde haue forfaken my 
Prince to haue ferued for Spaine, thereby to haue be- 
come a traytouT to your Maieflie and my natiue 
Cuntrey, I needed not to haue Jiued in want, but in 
great profperitie ; but for as much as almightie God 
hath now fet me free from thraldome, and deliuered 
me from many daungers, and fent me into Englande, 
my defire is that I may be imployed in fuch feruice 
and affaires, as may be pleafing to God, and founil 
profitable to my prince and cuntrey. And thus trui\- 
ing your Highneffe will accept in good worth this true 
difcourfe (though rudely penned) I raoft humbly take 
my leaue, mod hartely praying to the almightie god, 
for the profperous health and continuall Raigne of 
your moil excellent Male (lie 



Your HIghneffes humble fubiect, 

Ed. Web. 



J 



^ Verfes Written vppon the Alphabet of 
the Queenes Maiefties name. 

E ternall God, who guideth flill your grace, 
L engthen your life, in health and happie da3rs. 
I nfpire your fubie6ls heartes in euery place : 
Z ealous in Loue, and free from fecret hate, 
A nd (horten life in thofe that breede debate. 
B eholde her Lorde, who is our flrength and flay 
E uen he it is, by whom we holde our owne: 
T ume not thy face from her in any way, 
H ew downe her foes, and let them all be knowna 

R Enowned Queene, your highnefle fubie6les joy, 
E uen for to fee the fall of all your foes : 
G od of his mercy (hielde you from annoy 
I ntending treafons, dill for to difclofe : 
N one of vs all, but wil mod duely pray, 
A Imightie God preferue you night and day. 

FINIS. 




®tr. Mmbt fiis trauattES. 



f EDWARD WEB an engliihman, borne at 
S. Katlierins, neere ye Tower of London, 
was the fonne of one Richard Web mailei 
gunner of England : my father hauJng fome 
natural affei^ion to me, when I was but xij 
yeares olde, did prefer me to the feruice of Cap- 
taine Jenkenfon, at fucli time as he was fent Ambat 
fador into Ruifia, with whom I went by Sea, and 
vpon him I was daylie attendant : in which my iour- 
ney, I was conuerfant among ye people of that 
Cuntrey, which were apparelled like the Turkes 
and Tartarians, with furde Caps and long garments 
down to their Ihins: much like to Carbines or Horfe- 
men readie to ye waire. 

There I made my abode fome fpace in the head 

K; of Rufiia called Musko, in which their building 
of Firre, except the Emperors Court, which is 
le and flone. They execute very fliarpe lawes 
g themfelues, and are a kinde of Tyranous 
le as appeareth by their cuftoms, of which, among 
- many other, thefe I fpecially noted : (vis.) that if any 
man be indebted one to another and doth not make 
paiment at his day and time appointed : the officers 
may. enter vppon the debtors, and forceably breake 
down their houfes, and imprifon them in grieuous 
fort where iudgment ftial prcfently paffe againft, him, 
which is with a mallet of wood he (hall haue fo many 
blowes on the fliinnes or on the fore-heade, as the 
ludge (hall awarde : and this puniihment fhall be in- 
fli6ted fundry daies upon Jiim. The Turks do alfo 
vfe to beale Debtors with a Mallet, but not in that 
fort, for in Turkic they are beaten for debt vpon the 
foles of their feet with a Cane, or elfe a Cudgell, if 



t paiment be not made by a day. I alfo noted 
that if any Nobleman do offend ye Emperor of Ruflia, 
the faide Nobleman is taken and imprifonned with al 
his Children and IciniToIkes, and the firft great frofl. that 
commeth, (for the Cuntery is wonderfully cold and 
fubiei5l to much frofl) tliere is a great hole made in 
the Ife ouer fome great Riuer, and then the partie 
principal is put in, and after him his ivife, his Chil- 
dren, and ali other his kins-folkes ; and fo leaue none 
of his polleritie to poffelTe his Lands or goodes, but 
the fame are bellowed vppon others, at the Emperors 
pleafure. 

There I (laide 3 yeeres attendant on my maider, in 
which time the Crime-Tartarian s [otherwife named 
the new Chriflians] made warre vpon the laid Cittie of 
Miisko^ which foone after was betrayed, and fpeadely 
burned, the People in great aboundance maffacred, 
and the Tartarian Souldiers had wonderfull greate 
and rich fpoyles, in the fame : there was I at that 
time with vij. other Englilhmen taken prifoners, and 
for flaues were conueied to Caffa, where the king of 
the Tartarians abideth and keepeth a flatly Court : 
being conueyed thither, we were fet to wipe the 
feet of the kings horfes, and to become ordinarie 
flaues in the faid Court, to fetch water, cleaue wood, 
and to do fuch otlier drudgery, Tliere were we 
beaten three times a weeke with a horfe tayle : and 
thus in this fort and niiferable feniitude wee flayed 
there fiue yeeres, then were we ranfomed from thence 

I by our friendes, where we paide euery man 300. 

[ cirownes, which is vij. s. vj d. a peece of Englilh 
money. Among that people called ye Tartarians, I 
noted efpecially this one thing, that their Children 
being new borne, do neuer open their eyes vntiU they 
be ix. dayes and ix. nights olde. Thus being ran- 
fomed as is aforefaid, I returned home into England, 
where hauing flaied fome fmal time, 1 went againe 
into Ruflia in the hart of mailer Kings of Ratchffe 
filh thirty fajle of (hips more in our company, at 



which time her Maieflics (hippe called the Wil- 
loughby was our Admiral!, and the Harry appertayn- 
ing to the company of the Marchants, was our Vice- 
admirall, Maifler William Burrow then being our 
Captaine and maifler : in which our voyage we met 
with V, Rovers or men of war,' whom we fet vppon, 
and burnt their Admirall, and brought thofe Ihips 
into NaiT, and there the men ware maflacred in this 
manner by the Ruffians : firfl great (lakes driuen into 
the grounde, and they fpitted vppon Powles, as a 
man wouideput a Pigvpon a Spitte, andfo vij. fcore 
were handled in that manner in very Tyranous fort. 
We vnladed our bourthen at JVurre, and tooke in our 
lading for our commodities, but the (hip wherein I 
was (which is called the Hart) hauing fayled but xij. 
miles from thence, flroke vpon a Rocke, whereby the 
(hip and goodes were loft, the refidue of the fleet had 
no harme, and ail the men faued their lines by taking 
ihemfelues into the Boat of the fame (hip. 

By meanes of which (hip (b ca(l away, I lod all that I 
had, and then came agatne into England, and gathered 
a new (locke, and in the Henrie of London I went to 
Levanra alias Legorne. This (hip called the Henrie had 
bin folde before to Doftor HeClor, and other Italian 
Marchants, which was vnknowne vnto vs, fo that at our 
comming toLegome the (hip was feized on by the factors 
of thofe that were the owners thereof, and by them laden 
with merchantdize to Alexandria, in which voyage my 
felfe was Mafler gunner. 

But heere fortune began to lowre on me againe, and 
tume her wheele in fuch fort againft me, as I that was 
foone after brought to liue in greater Oauerie than euer I 
did before.fbr we hauingfaflie ariued at Alexandria, dif- 
chardgedour burthen r and fraughted our (hip with great 
(lore of that Cuntrey commodities, and returning back 
to Legorne, fuddainly in the way, we met with Fiftie faile 
of theTurkes Gallies: with which Gallies, we fought two 
dayes and two nights, and made great (laughter amongil 
th«r men, we being in a.V\ but I'Wtee fccKt \&cti nw^ 
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■weake for Tuch a multytude, and haulng lod 50. of 60. 
Rrayned vs for to yeeld vnto them, by 
reaibn we wanted Winde to help our felus withal!, ami 
the Calme was fo great a helpe vnto them, as there was 
no way for vs to efcape. Thus did the Turkes take the 
fhip and goodes, and in the fame found x of vs liuing 
whom they tooke Prifoners and prefently ilripped vs 
naked, and gaue vs loo blowes a peece, for prefuming 
to fight agaitift them. 

Then were we fetit to Conjlantinopky and then cora- 
mitted to the Gallies, where we continued the fpace 
■of vj yeeres: the manner of our vfage, there, was thus. 

Firft we were (hauen head and face, and then a fliirt 
of Gotten and Breeches of the fame put vppon vs, and 
our Legs and Feete left naked, and by one of the feet 
is each flaue chayned with a great chaine to the Galhe, 
and our handes fadned with a payre of manacles. The 
foode which I and others did eat, was very blacke, 
far worfe then Horfe-breade, and our drinke was 
(linking water, {vnleffe it be when we come to the places 
where we tooke in frelh water] at which time we fup- 
pofed our diet to be very daintie. 

Thus as I faide before, I remained vj. yeeres in this 
miferable flate, wonderfully beaten and mifvfed euery 
day : there haue I feene fome of my fellowes when they 
haue bin fo weake as they could not row by reafon ol 
ficknesand faintnes, where ye Turkes would e lay vpon 
them as vpon Horfes, and beat them in fuch fort, as 
oft times they dyed, and then threw them into the Sea. 

Thus feeing my felfe ftill to continue in this mife- 
rable Hate, I was conflrained for want of vidlualles, to 
difcouer my felfe and to (hew them that I had good 
(kill in Gunners art, which I thought would haue fain 
greatly wel efteemed at the Turkes handes : but then 
for the fame, 1 was more narrowly looked vnto, yet 
fomewhat better efleemed of, then I was before. Not 
long after, the I'urke made warres againil the Perfians 
«nd gathered vij. hundred thoufand men togither, and 
;lhefe were conduifled by his chief Baffaes into Periia : 
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At which time (for that I had ikil in Artillery) I was 
chofen foorth of the GaUies, to go with the Armie into 
the lande of Periia, and there to do the Turke feniice 
in the fielde, with whom I trauailed on foote, but in 
our going thither, their dyed of our Armie, by meanes 
of great ficknes, diet, and want of Victuals, about the 
number of 300. thousand fo that when wee came into 
perfia, we were foure [hundred] thoufand (Irong in the 
tielde, there wee reded vs one moneth, by which time, 
we (hauing hartened our felves) gaue a fierce affault 
againll the Perfians, where the Turks fide got the woril, 
and loft 6a thoufand men. Then the generall ouer the 
Turkes Armie, whofe name was Sannon Bafha, fent vs 
fo manyfouldiers more as made vs 500 thousand ftrong, 
there we Ilaide for a long time, making warres againft 
the Periiaos, and the greate Cittie of Damafco, where 
the Turke little preuayled : for if that the Turke were 
as poUitick as he is ftrong of power, the Perfians were 
not able to refift him. 

Thus leaning the Turkes Armie in Perfia, we came 
through Damafco to our Cittie called the great Ca^r. 
which Cittie is three fcore miles in compafle, and is 
the greateft Cittie in the world, it ftandeth vpon the 
riuer of Nilo, and in tlie faid Cittie, there is 12 thou- 
fand Churches, which they tearme Mufcots. 

This Cittie at all times keepeth xl. thoufand men 
continually in Souldiers pay, and are ready at one 
hourcs warning to feme under the Turke : there we 
ftaide to fee the cutting or parting of the Riuer of Nilo, 
which is done once euery yeere, vpon the 25 of Auguft. 
' This Cittie ftandeth in the land of Egipt, and is vnder | 

the gouemment of the great Turke. And there is a 
king ouer the faide Cittie, who is called the king of the 
great Caer, and ye Wize Roy or Lieftenant to the 
great Turke, and he is then prefent at the cutting or 
parting of this river of Nilo : at which time there is a 
great triumph, and euery Towne and Cuntrey round 
about to the value of a thousand mile, fend ^uifes. ■a.'^.^!, 

Meats to the king of the great Ca,«, to tQV&:ift.«ratosw., J 
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of tlie water which commeth to ihein from that Riuer 
of Nilo by meanes of the cutting of it, which is but once 
euery ycere. 

It is therefore to be vnderflooti, that in ye Land of 
Egipt it niyneth not at all, and all the grounde through- 
out the iande of E^pt is continually watred by the 
water which vppon ye 25 day of Auguil is turned into 
the cuntries round about, by means of ye wonderfull 
growing and fwelling of the water vpright without any 
(lay at all, on the one fide thereof, it is to ye height of 
a huge mouiitaine, which beginnelh to iacreafe the ig. 
day of Auguft, and by the 25. of the fame moneth it is 
al the higheft, on which day it is cut by ye deuiding 
of 3 pillars in a ftraunge fort, neere to the cittie of ye 
great Catr. and fo turned as off from a great mountaine 
into the Iande of Egipt ; by meanes whereof the Turke 
holdes all the land of Egipt in fubiediion to him felfe, 
and might if he would difmiffe them cleane from 
hauing any water at all. 

From thence I went with the Turkes power, and 
vnder his conduftion to the Iande of lewry, and from 
thence to the citty of lerufalem, where part of the 
o!de Temple is yet (landing, and many Monuments ot 
great antiquitie, as herein after (hall be (hewed. 

In the Land of Siria, there is a riuer that no lew 
can catch any filh in it at all, and yet in the fame riuer 
there is great (lore of fifh like vnto Samon trouts : 
But let a ChriHian or a Turke tome thither and fiih 
for them, and eyther of them ihall catch them in great 
aboundance, if they do but put their bande into the 
water with a little bread, and an hundred will be about 
his hand. 

Thus hauing feene a number of rare and mofl 
wonderful things, we went to the citty of Agowa, which 
is ye head and cJiief citty in all ye Eaft Indies, there 
wee gaue Battell againft ye Chriflians yat keep ye faid 
citty, which are Portugals, for that ye Town apper- 
taineth to ye king of Portugal. In this place wee gaue 
Battle and loH xx thousand of ye Turks men, and yet 



GSdiiic ifis tiauailni. 23 

could not obtain it : Neuertheles ye great Turks I.ief- 
tenant or General! with his power toke a place called 
Armous, where they had great (lore of Treafure and 
Sowes of Silver. 

Thus being chiefe maifter Gunner in thefe Turkilli 
warres, I was fetit for againe by commandement of ye 
Turk to Dafraafco, where I (laied all that winter with 
XX thoufand men. And from thence made prouifion to 
make wars againfl the land of Prefter lohn, who is by 
profelifion a Chriflian. In this- land of Prefler lohn, 
when it doth raine, it continueth at the leafl one whole 
moneth. And in ye graund Caer, there is a plague 
once in euery vij yeeres, which commeth with fuch a 
fiercenes, that the moll part of all the people there do 
die of the faid plague : and people in great numbers 
lofe their Eie fight with the vapours and great heat 
which commeth from the ground. 

I remember one battaile, which ye Admirall of the 
great Turke named Ally Baflia made with three-fcore 
Gallies, and feazed vpon a towne where the faid Ally 
Baflia was borne himfelfe, named Trybufas, which is 
in ye confines of Calabria and vnder ye gouernment 
of the king of Spaine, at wliich towne he landed his 
Armie an houre before day, thinking to haue taken it 
by treafon : and there vpon in great fury fcaled the 
wab with lathers : but the watch bewraied vs, and on 
a fodaine, cried Arme, Arme, which was foone done : 
for eueiy man tooke him to his tooles and weapons of 
defence. 

But it is worthy of memorie, to fee how the women 
of ye towne did phe themfelues with their weapons, 
making a great maffacre vpon our men, and murthered 
500 of them in fuch fpeedie and furious fort as is won- 
derfuU : we needed not to haue feared their men at all, 
had not ye women bin our great ouetthrow, at which 
time I ray felfe was maifler Gunner of the Admirals 
Gaily, yet chainde greeuoufly, and beaten naked with 
I Turkifli fword flatling, for not fhooting where the-j 
would Jiaue me, and whete 1 com\A tiov to-QiiX. X\"^h. 
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but a few yeares fmce, that in the cittie of Conflan- 
tinople, there happned a great plague, where there 
dyed in fix monethes fpace, feuen hundred thousand, 
perfons, at which time mafter Harbam Ambafladour 
for the Turkic company was there, and loft fundry of 
his feruants. 

From Damafco we went into the land of prefl^r 
lohn who is a Chriftian, and is called Chnjlitn de 
Sentour : that is, the Chriftian of the Gerdell :' againft 
this prefter lohn, I went with the Turks power, and 
was then their maifter Gunner in the field, ye number of 
TurkiftiSouldiersfent thither, was fiue hundred thousand 
men who went thither by land, and pitched themfelues 
in battaile ray at Saran,neere to the place wher the fon of 
prefter lohn keepeth his Court There Prefter lohn with 
his power, flew of ye Turks the number of 60. thousand, 
onely by policie of drawe Bridges to let foorth water, 
made as fecrete flewfes for that purpofe, in which water 
fo many Turks periftied. The next day following, the 
Turkes power did incompafle Prefter lohns fonne and 
tooke him prifoner, and fent him for a prefent to ye 
great Turks Court then being at Conftantinople, but 
foone after, prefter lohn himielfe made an agreement 
betweene the greate Turke and his fonne, that the one 
ftioulde not demaund tribute of the other, and fo his 
fonne was releafed and fent home againe. 

This Prefter lohn of whom I fpake before, is a 
King of great power, and keepeth a very bountifull 
Court, after the manner of that Cuntrey, and hath 
euery day to feme him at his Table, fixty kinges, 
wearing leaden Crownes on their heads, and thofe 
feme in the meat vnto Prefter Johns Table : and con- 
tinually the firft difli of meat fet vppon his Table, is a 
dead mans fcull clean e picked and laide in black 
Earth : putting him in roinde that he is but Earth, and 
that he muft die, and (hal become Earth againe. 

Thefe 60 Kings are all his Wize Royes in feuerall 
places, and they haue their Deputies to fvpply their 
Roomes, and thofe kings liue continually in Prefter 



qE^^w 



ttouafln). ' 25 

lohns Coiirte, anrf go no furder then tliej' i:!i:iy be flill 
attendant vppon him, without leaue of their Emperour 
Prefler lohn. 

In the Court of Preiser lohn, there is a wilile man, 
and an other in the high ilreet at Coiiilantinople, 
whofe allowance is euery day a quarter of Raw Mut- 
ton ; and when any man dyeth for fome notorious 
offence, then are they allowed euery day a quarter of 
tnans flefh. 

Thefe wilde men are chained fafl to a pod euerj- 
day, the one in Prefler lohns Court, and the other" r. 
the high flreet of Conflantinople, each of them hauing 
a Mantel cad about their (houlders, and all otter their 
bodies they haue wonderfuU long haire. they are 
Chained fafl by the neck, and will fpeedily deuoure 
any man that commeth in their reach. 

There is alfo a Bead in the Court of Prefler lohn, 
called A rians, hauing 4 heades, they are in fhapelike a 
wilde Cat, and are of the height of a great madie Dog. 

In this Court likewife, there is Fowles caled Pharses 
foules whofe feathers are very beautiful! to be worne, 
thefe fowles are as big as a Turkic, their flefh is very 
fweet, and their feathers of al! manner of Collours. 

There is Swannes in that place, which are as lardge 
againe as the Swannes of Englande are, and their 
Feathers are as blew as any blew cloath. 

I haue feen in a place like a Park adioyning vnto 
prefler lohns Court, three fcore and feuen-teene, Vni- 
comes and Eliphants all aliue at one time, and they 
were fo tame that I haue played with thtm as one 
would play with young I.Ambes. 

When Prefler lohn is ferued at his table, there is 
no fait at all fet one in any fait fellar as in other 
places, but a loafe of Bread is cut crofTe, anil then 
two kniues are layde a croiTe vpon the loafe, and fonie 
fait put vpon the blades of the kniues and no morp. 

Being thus in the land of prefler lohii, 1 trai'elled 
within EJghleene degrees of ye Sun, euery degree 
'a diilance three fcore miles. 





' ISflibe fiis trsuailes. 



: 



I was at tlie Red Sea, at the place where Moy/cs 
made paflage with his wande for the Children of 
Ifraell, wliere I faw a Ship called the graund Maria, 
(he drawes but xj foot water, and againfl. this fljip Ix 
Gallies and (hips haue fought at one time, and cannot 
conquer her : anil this is vnder the gouerament of ye 
great Turke. 

I haue beene in the Courts of the three great Patri- 
arkes, the firll whereof is kept at lerufalem, the fecond 
at the Gran Caer, and the third at Con flan tinople : 
thefe haue their Courts in very (lately fort, and at- 
tended on by none but Priefts. 

When I was at lerufalem, I faw the Sepulchre 
wherein (it is (aide) Chriil was buried : it is as it were 
in a Vault, and hath vij Dores, and vij Roes of Marble 
fteppes or (layres to go downe into the fame, and then 
at the bottom of ye (layres, there is a faire Chappel, 
with an Altar and a Lamp burning continually day 
and night before it, and the Graue is full of white 
Earth, as white as Chalke, and a Toombe of ye 
fame Earth made, and laide vppon Stone, wheron 
are fundry Letters wTitten, but I could not read 
thetn. 

The great Turk hath fome profit comming by ye 
keeping thereof, and hath therefore builded at his 
owne charges an Hofpital within lerufalem, which his 
Genezaries doe keepe : and this Hofpitall is to receiue 
all Pilgrims and trauellers to lodge in whenfoeuer they 
come. And all that come to fee the fejiulchre doe pay 
ten Crownes a-peece, whereof the Turke hath but one, 
and the rell goes to the Church, and fo they may (lay 
there as long as they lift to lodge in that new Hofpitall, 
and haue lodging, bread, vidluals and water fo long as 
they will remaine there, but no wine : fuch as come 
thither for Pilgrims haue no beds at all, but lie vpon 
the ground on Turkey Carpets,and before the fepulcher 
of Chrifl there is maffe faid euerie day, and none may 
fay the maffe there, but a man that is a pure virgin : 
there was one that dyed while I was there, that daily 
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faid and fung matTe before the fepulcher, and he was an 
hundred and thirtie yeares of age before his death, and 
now another is in his Roome, but whether ye old man 
that dead is, or this which is now in the place to fing 
and fay the faid Maffe, were pure Virgins I know not, 
but fure I dare not fweare for them, becaufe they bee 
men, and flefh and bloud as other are. 

After that I had thus long trauelled and fjient my 
time in the warres and affaires of the great Turke, I 
was returned againe to Condantinople, where at my 
ariuali, a pennie loafe of Breade (of Englifli flarling 
money) was worth a crowne of gold : fuch was the 
fcarfitie, Sicknes, Mifery and Dearth then vpon ye faid 
Ciltie, and happie was he that fo could get Breade to 
eate. Neuertheleffe, becaufe I was a Chriftian, and for 
that ye Turke had no caufe prefently to vfe me in my 
office of gunnerfhip, I was there imprlfoned, where I 
found two thousand. ChriHians pind vp in (Ion wals 
lockt fafl in yron chaines, grieuoufly pinched, with 
extreme penury, and fuch as wifhed death rather then 
in foch mifery to line : atnongrt thefe was I placed, and 
tooke part with them accordingly : greening at my 
hard hap that the warres had not ended me before I 
came thether. 

Thus I remained there with the refl, garded and 
daily watched, that we could ilir no manner of way, 
there wee were fuffered to worke vpon any manner of 
trade or occupation wherein we were any way expert : 
and what wc did or made, we fold to the Turkes, and 
they gaue vs money for the fame : and thus were we 
fufifered to worke vntill it were time to goe and gather 
Snowe, which is there vfed yearely of Cuflome to be 
gathered : for the Turke hath great fummes of mony 
paide him for ye faid fnow, which is gathered and folde 
to his fubiects for a peny the pound, which pound, is 
two pound and a halfe Englilh : and this fnow they 
ufe only to coole their drinke in the fummer feafon. 
And no man may fell any fnowe vntill the Turke halh 
foliie all his. 
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Thus liuing in this flauifli life as is aforefaid, diuers 
of vs complotted and hammered into our heads how wc 
might procure ourreleafement: wherevpon t attempted 
with the confent of 5 hundreth ChriHians, fellow flaues 
with my felfe, to breake a wall of fourteene foote broad, 
made of earth, lyme, and fand, which we greatly 
moiftened with flrong Vinegar, fo that the wall being 
made moifl therewith through the help of a fpike of 
yron, fiue hundred of us had almoil efcaped out of 
prifoD : but looke what fliall be, fhal be, and what 
God will haue, (hal come to paffe and no more, as ap- 
peareth by vs, for we hauing made meanes for our 
fpeedie flight, as we were iffuing foorth, we were be- 
wrayed by ye barking of a dog, which cauied the Turkes 
to arife, and they taking vs with the maner (lopped 
vs from flying away, and gaue vs in recompence of our 
paines taking herein, Jeauen hundred blowes a peece 
vpon the naked (kinne, vis. three hundred on the 
belly, and foure hundred on ye back. 

Thus lying dill Prifoner in the Turkes dungeons, it 
pleafed God to fend thether for the releafemente of me 
and others, a. worthy gentleman of this land, named 
MaiHer Harborne, AmbalTadour thether for the com- 
pany of Marchants, who to the great honour of Eng- 
land did b eh aue him felfe wonderfull wifely, and was a 
fpeciall meanes for the releafement of me and fundrie 
other Englifh captiues,who were fet at libertie foone 
after the death of the great Baflia : thus by the meanes 
of the faid Maifter Harborne I was fet free from Thral- 
dome, and by him fent into England where I arriued 
on the firil of May. 1589. 

Whim I was remaining prifoner in Turkey, and kept 
in fuch flauifh manner as is Rehearfed the great 
Turke had his fonne circumcifed, at which time there 
was great tryumphes and free liberty proclaimed for a 
hundred daies fpace,thatany Nobleman, gentleman, tra- 
ueller, Chrillian or other, might freely (without being 
moleiled) come and fee the tryumphes there vfed, which 
were woonderfuU ; I my felfe was there conflraincd to 



raate a cunniiig peece of fire work framed in form 
like to ye Arke of Noy, beeing 24 yardes high, and 
eight yardes broad, wherein was placed 40 inerk drawen 
on 6 wheeles, yet no man feene, but feemed to goe 
alone, as though it were onely djawen by two Fiery 
Dragons, in which (hew or Arke there was thirteene 
thoufand feuerall peeces of fire worke. 

At the fame time that I was Releafed, there were fet 
at liberty about xx Englilh men, whereof 1 was one of 
the lad: fome of them are at this prefent in England. 
My felfe and others were releafed by meanes of her 
MaiefUes fauorable Letters, fent to ye great Turke, 
brought by the forefayd Maifler Harbome : fome by 
the Raunfome money gathered at fundry times by the 
Marchants in the Cittie of London, for ye Godly pur- 
pofe : of which, fome of their names that were releafed 
were thefe. Hamand Pan, lohn Beer, John Band, 
Andrew PuUins, Edward Buggins and others. 

Here may the bountiful Citizens of London fee (as 
in a glaffe) the fruites of their liberalitie and charitable 
deuotion giuen at feuerall times in the yeare towards 
the releafemenl of poore capliues, fuch as are con- 
ftrained to abide mod vilde and grieuous tortures, efpe- 
cially the torture and torment of confciens which 
troubled me and all true Chriflians to ye very foule ; 
for the Turk by al meanes poflible would (lill perfwade 
me and other my fellow Chridians while I was there 
the time of 13 yeares, to forfake Chriil to deny him, 
and to beleue in their God Mahomet : which if I would 
haue done, I might haue had wonderfuU preferment of 

I the Turke, and haue liued in as great felicitie as any 

J Lord in that countrey : but I vtterly denyed their re- 
quefl, though by them greeuouily beaten naked for my 

I labom-, and reuiled in moll deteflable forte, calling me 
dogge, diuell, helhound, and fuch like names : but I 

I giue God thankes he gaue me Ilrength to abide with 

I patience thefe croffes. 

And though I were but a fimple man voide of 

L learning, yet flil I had in retQembcau.TiE.ei v'ns!!. OxrSs. 

^ Mil a 



dyed for me, as appearelh by tlie holy Scriptures, and 
that Chrift therein faith : He that dsnyeth me before 
men I will deny him before my father which is in 
lieauen: andagainehefaith: Wfwfoeuer beleeueth on me 
f}tall befaued, and haue life etierlafliitg. This comfort 
made me refohite, that I would rather fuffer all the 
torments of death in the wortde, then to deny ray 
Sauiour and Redeemer Chrift lefus. 

After my free libertie granted in Turkey, I intend- 
ing my ioumey towardes England, carae by land to 
Venice, where I met at Padua thirtie Engliihmen ilu- 
dients, I met a!fo with an Englifhman, who liued in 
the ilate of a Frier, he brought me before the high 
Bifliop, where I was accufed for an hereticke, and he 
brought me in two fals witneffes to be fwom againll 
me {hauing before known me in Turkey) neuerthe- 
lefle I difproued his witnefles, and they were found 
forfworne men, then was I fet at libertie, and con- 
llrained to giue 15 Crownes towardes the finilhing 
our Ladies (lirine at Padua ; and my accuter and liis 
witnefles punifhed. 

From thence I came to ye Duke of Ferrara, where 
I was wel entertained and liberally rewarded with a 
liorfe and fiue and twentie Crownes for the lake of 
the Queenes Maiedie of England. 

From thence with my Pafport, I came to Bolony in 
Italy, where I met with a popifh Biihop being an 
Englifliman which Ihewed me great friendfliip, he is 
called Doflor Poole : from thence to Florence, there 
I met with an Englifh gentleman named mailler 
lohn Stanley, And from thence I went to Rome, 
there 1 was nineteene daies in trouble with the Pope, 
I the Englifh Cardinall Doaor Allen, a notable 
jth-papiil, where I was often examined, but finding 
g by me, they let me paffe, and vnderllanding 
% I had bene a captiue long time in Turkey, gaue 
&txv. crownes. And before I went out of Rome, I 
I againe taken by ye Englifti Colledge, and put 
^ into the holy houfe 3 daies, with a fooles coaie 
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on my tacke, halfe blew, halfe yellowe, and a cockef- 
combe with three bels on my head, from whence I 
was holpen by meanes of an Engliftiman whom I 
found there, and prefented my petition and cauCe to 
the Pope: who againe fet me at libertie. From 
thence I departed to Naples, where I met with a 
Genowis, who apprehended me and brought rae there 
before ye vice-Roy, faying I was a man of great 
knowledge and an Englifh fpie. 

Then I was committed to a darke Dungeon xvj 
daies, which time they fecretly made enquiry where I 
had liue before, what my word es and behauiour had 
beene while I was there, but they coulde finde 
nothing by me. 

Thrice had I ye (Irappado, hoifled vp backward 
with my hands bound behinde me, which fLrooke aU 
the ioynts in my armes out of joynt, and then con- 
flrained to drinke falte water and quicklime, and then 
fine Lawne or Callico thrufl downe my throate and 
pluckt vp againe ready to pluck my hart out of my 
belly, al to make me to confefle that I was an Englirfi 
fpie. After this, there were foure bard horfes prepared 
to quarter me, and I was ftill threatened to die except 
I would confefle fome thing to my harme. 

Thus feauen moneths I endured in this miferie, 
and yet they coulde finde no caufe againfl me, then I 
wrote to the Vice-Roy to do me iullice, and he did 
write to ye K[ingl of Spain to know what fliould be 
done with me : wnereupon Che king of Spaine wrote 
that I (hould be employed in a Gunners roome : then 
was 1 entertained, and had 35 crownes a moneth, and 
had ye Kinges pattent fealed for the fame, and then 
vnderftanding that three (hips were comming to- 
wardes England I departed and fled from thence 
with them to my natiue CunLry, in ye Grace of Lon- 
don by the helpe of one Nicholas Nottingham maifter 
thereof. Thus came I into England with great joy 
and hearts delight, both to my felfe and all my 
acquaintance. 






I 



The report in Roome, Naples, and all ouer Italj', 

my trauell which was at fuch time as the Spaniards 
came to inuade England, after I had beene releafed 
of my imprifonmenC, as I paDed through the flreetes, the 
people of that parts afked me how I duril acknow- 
ledge my felfe to be an Englilhman, and therevpon 
to daunt me, did iay, that England was taken by the 
Spaniards, and the Queene of England {whome God 
long preferue) was taken prifoner, and was comming 
towards Rome to doe pennance ; and that her highnes 
was brought thither, through defarts, moiii, hilly and 
foule places : and where plaine ground was, holes and 
hollow trenches were di^ed in the way of her Ma- 
ieflies paflage, to ye intent that fhe might haue gone 
vp to the mid leg in oes or mire : with thefe fpeeches 
they did check me, and I faid, yat I trufled God doubt- 
les would defend my Prince better, then to deliuer 
her into the hands of her enemies, wherefore they did 
greatly reuile me. 

Many things I haue omitted to fpeake of, which I 
haue feen and noted in the time of my troublefome 
Irauel, One thing did greatly comfort me which I 
Ciw long fince in Sicilia, in the citie of Palermo, a 
thing worthy of memorie, where the right honorable 
the Earie of Oxenford a famous man for ChiuaJrie at 
what time he trauelled into forraine Countries, be- 
ing then peifonaUy prefent, made there a challeng 
againft al manner of perfons whatfoeuer, and at all 
maner of weapons, as Tumiraents, Barriors with horfe 
and armour, to fight a combat with any whatfoeuer. 
In the defence of hts Prince and countrey; for which 
he was verie highly commended, and yet no man durft 
be fo hardy to encounter with him, fo that all Italy 
ouer, he is acknowledged the onely Chiuallier and 
Noble man of England. This title they giue vnto 
him as worthily deferued. 

Moreouer, in the land of Egipt neere to the Riuer 
of Nilo, within fixe miles of the Gran Caer. There 
'.are feauen Wouniaines builded on the out fide, like 






WltWu U9 tiBUflilcs, 33 

»iito ye point of a Diamonil, which Mountaines were 
Luilded in King Plmroa time for to keepe Corae m, 
and they are Mountaines of great flrength. 

It is alfo faide, that the> were builded about that 
time when Ivfeph did lade home his Brethrens Afles 
wiili Corne, in the lime of the great dearth men- 
tioned in the Scripture ; At which timej all their Corni; 
lay in thofe mountaines. 

In the Riuer of Nilo, there is long Fifhes that are 
of tenne or tvvelue foote long, which fwinimelh neere 
the fhore, they are called the fifhes of King Pharao, 
they are like vnto a Dolphin 

Thefe Filhes are fo fubtile, that fwimming neere 
the (hore fide, they will pull men or women fodeinly 
into the Riuer and deuoure tiiem. 

In the Citie of the gran Caer, the houfes are of a 
very olde building, all of Lime and Hone, and in mofl 
of the houfes the roofes are couered with fine gold, in 
a very workemanly fort. 

In E^ipt there is fmall (lore of water, becaufe it 
neuer raineth in that Country, fo that their water is 
very dangerous to drinke. They haue no fprings at 
all in that country, and yet there falleth fuch a dew 
euery night, as doth refrefh and keeps their hearbes 
and plantes in due fort, and makes them fpring very 
fruitftiUy 

The Citie of Daniafco is very frultfuU and greatly 
replenilhed with al manner of fruites whatfoeuer, as 
Poittbgranaiifs, Orenges, Limons, Apples, Peart i, 
Piumbes, Grapes, and all other like fruites. 

The Turkes are a people yat at fome lime they 
will attempt to doe wonderful! things as going vpon 
Ropes, and ihrufling their fwords in their naked fled:, 
and (Iricke their fworde in their flefh like vnto a Scab- 
bard : and many other things of great daunger. 

In Turkic no man may ftrike the graunde Cady, 
that is their chiefell ludg, if any man do llrike him, 
immediatly he lofeth his Right Anne for his offence, 
without Redemption 



CHiIilie t)is trauailts. 
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I At my comming ouer into Englande from Rome, 1 

I was faiDe to Ileal away, beeing then in yeereiy fee to 

I the Kitigof Spaine, to be one of his chiefeft Gunners. 

I And if the Ship where in I came ouer, had bin 

I taken, both they and I my felfe liad dyed for that of- 

I 



The old Cittie of Terutalem is a very delicat place, 

id nothing there to be feene but a little of Che old 
walles which is yet Remayning : and all the reft, is 
Graffe, Mode and weedes much like to a peece of 
Rank or moid grounde. They haue no Tillage at all 

that partes. 

The Citty of leruftkm where the Temple now 
ftandeth is almoll. a mile from the okle walles of leru- 
falem : it is of a maruellous olde building, and there 
(landeth the old Relicks preferued and kept as Monu- 
ments of great treafure. 

Now to Returne where I lefl off, and declare vnto 

u in what fort I iniploide my felfe fmce my firft 
entring into englande : heere I vifited my friendes 
from May till November, and then I departed into 
Fraunce, where I had good entertainment at the 
Hands of the Renowned King and Captaine of this 
age, Henry of Burbon, King of Fraunce and Navarre, 
who Receiued me into Pay, and appoinLed me for his 
chiefe M[aister] Gunner in the fielde. 

So that vppon Afti-wednfday lail, at his moll Re- 
nowned Battle fought vppon die plaine of Saint 
Andrew neere vnto Drevx : I was in feruice vnder 
him, where I gaue 3 charges vppon the Enemie, and 
they in fleede thereof, gaue vs fifteene (hot, and yet 
God be thanked peruailed not again (I vs. 

There were wee conllrained to make Bulwarkes of 
the dead bodies of our Enemies and of the Carcafles 
of dead Horfes ; where for my paines taking that day, 
the king greatlye commended me, and honorably Re- 
■warded me. 

But (hortly after my firfl arivall in Fraunce, I was 
hated by fome lewde Gunners who envying that I 



(hould haue the Title to be Mailer Gunner in Fraunce, 
praiSifed againft nie, and gaue me poylon in drinke that 
night i which thing when the King vnderiloode, he gaue 
order to the goueruor of Deepe, that his Phifition (hould 
prefenlly fee vnto me, who gaue me fpeadely Unicoms 
home to driiike, and there by God and the Kings great 
goodneffe, I was againe reflored to my former health. 
'J'hus haue you hearde the manner of my cruel! and 
mofl grieuous trauaile, my miferie, fiaverie, and criiehie 
which I haue fuffred therein, the manner of fomc 
olde Ornamentes and the cuflomes of fuch as 
<]wel] in forraine nations far off, and in places wheru 
our Saviour and his Apoilles were refident, and 
preached vpon the Earth : my feruice done vnder ye 
great Turke, of Perfia, Tartarka, Grecia, and other 
places of feruice, 1 haue omitted therein my feruice 
done at the taking of Tunnis, and what I did in the 
Royle vnder Duke lohn of Auflria: and many other 
ihinges which I coulde heere difcouer vnto you : onely 
let this fuffife, that I fhall be glad, and do daylie 
delire that I may be imployed in lome fuch feruice 
as may be profitable to my Prince and Cuntrey. 
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NOTES. 

. Capture OF Danish Fkesbooters, by the Encush 
Russia Fleet, lo July 1570. - In a letter to the Emperor o( 
k Rufiia, dated Narut, 15 Jidy 1570, by Chriftopher Hgdlclon and 
Captain Willium Buirough, there is a full defcHpliun of the cap- 
tare oFthefe DsnilTi pirates. 

Moll mightie Emperour, Ac. Whereas Sir William Garrard 
and his felowHiip the company of Englilb merchants, this Uft 
Winter fcnt hither to the Narwi three Ihips laden with merchan- 
dife, which was left hert^ and with it Chrijiophtr Hoii/don one of 
the ^I'd rellowfhip, and their chiefe doer in this place, who when 
hee came firil hither, and vntill fnch time as hee had difpatched 
Ihofe (liips from hence, was in hope of goods to lade Iwelue or 
thirteenc fsiles of good Ihips, againft this (hipping, wherefore be 
wrote vilto the fayd Sir IVitliam Ciir«jfv/andhiscompanie lo fend 
hither this fpring the fnyd number of thirtEene (hips. And be- 
caufe thai in their comming hither wee found the Freebooteii on 
Ihe fea, and fuppofing this yeere that they would be very flrong, 
he therefore gaue the faid Sir William and his Companie aduiK 
to furnlfli thefayd number of Ihips fo ftrungly, as they Ihould bM 
Jihle to withfland Ihe force of the Freebooters : whereupon they 
hioe according to hii aduife fent this year thirteenc good ftitps 
together well fumilhed with men and munition, and all olhar 
neceffaries for the warres, of which 13. (hips William BummgA 
one of the faid felowlhip is caplalne generall, vnto whom there 
was gioen in chai^, that if hee met with any Ihe Danjkt Free- 
booters, or whatfoeuer robbers and theenes that are enimies to yoor 
highnelie, he (hould doe his bed to apprehend and take them. 
It fo hapncd that Ihe tenth day of thiE moneth, the fayd William 
with hib fleete, met with sixe (hips of the Freebooters ncere vnto 
an Ifland called Tutia, which is about so. verlls from Narue, 
vnto which Freebooters he with his fleet gaue chafe, and tuoke 
of them the Admirall, wherein were left but three men, the reft 
were Red 10 Ihore in their boats amongll Ihe woods vpon T^iUee, 
on which Ihip he fet Ere and burnt her. He alfo lookc fonre 
more of thofe Ihips which are now here, and one Ihip efcaped 
him: oQt of which foure (hips fomeof themen fled in their boatei 
and fo efcapcd, others were flaine in fight, and fome of Ihem 
when they law they could not efcape, cad themfclues willingly into 
the Sea and were drowned. So that in thefc liue Ihips were left 
but 63. men. 

The fayd Wil. Borough when he came hither to Narut, find- 
ing here Ckriftofihtr Had/dBn aforenamed, both th^ faid Chriflo. 
plt4r and William together, in the name of (ir Wdliam Garrard 
and the rel\ of their whole companie and felowlhip, did pretent 
Tnto your highneffe of thofe Freebooters taken by our Ihips 81. 
men, which we deliuered here vnlo Knei Vaiuoda, the 13. of 
this moneth. One man of thofe Freebooters we haue kept by vs, 
whofe name is Haunce Snarke a eaptaine. And the caufe why 
— baue done it is this : When we (hould iia.MC deVlactei *•■— 



willi the red of his Tclowea ™to Ihe Voiuodaa officers, lliere were 
of our EnKlilimen more then 50. which fell on their knees vnio 
Ti, requefting thai he might be refenied in the Ihip, and caried 
liack inlQ England: and Ihe caufe why they fn carneftly in- 
trealnd for him, i:!, that fome of ihofe our Englidimen tiEid bene 
taken with Freebooters, ond by his meanes had their lines laued, 
wilh great fiuoar befnies, which Ihcy found at his hands. Where- 
fore if it pieafe your highneffe to permit it, we will cfiry him home 
ivjth vs into England, wherein we requell your maielties fauour : 
ilolwilhfVaiidiiig what yon command of liim ihalbe obferueii 
Hakluyt. i. 401. Ed. 1599. 

a. TMEBtlfLNINGOfMOSCOWBYTIIETARTAKS. ZflMAYISyi. 

— Two accounts ate preferved in Hakluyt of litis catailrophe. 

(1) Aletlcrof .ff«*flrrf V/comit to M. Hiurit Lam, touching 
the burning of Ihe CiCie o\ Mofis by the Crimmt Tartar: written 
in Rofi JJlandii\e 5. day of Auguft 1571. 

Mafter Lanf I haue me commended unto you. The 47. of 
luly I srriued here with the Ma^dalnic, and the fame day and 
hours did the S-jmiinn and Harry arriue here alfo. At our 
comiQing I found mailer Prm^or here, by whom wee underftaud 
very heauienewes. ThejWytoisbumtenery ilickehythe Crimme 
the 24- day of May lad, and an innumerable number of people : 
and in theEnglilh houfe wasfmothered Thomas Southam, Tvfild, 
WatltrUy, Cretnes wife and chihiren, two children of Hafi, and 
mcpre to the number of 25. perfons were ftifeled in ourc Beete 
feller: and yet in the fame feller was Rafe, his wife. lokn Brmanf, 
and John Clarke prefemed, which was wonderfnlL And there 
iveat inlo that feller mader GteuCT and milter Rowliy alfo ; but 
beoufe Iheheate was fo great, they came fourth again e wilh much 
pedlt. To that a boy at their hceles was laken with the tire, yet 
ihey efcaped blindfold into another feller, and there, as Gods 
vrill was, they were prcfenied. The Emperour fled out of the 
field, and many of his people were caried away hy Ihe Crimmt 
Tartar: 10 wit, all the yong people, the old ihey wonld not 
meddle with, but let them alone, and so with cuceeding much 
fpiiile aiuJ inhnite prifoners, they relumed home 3(;.iine. What 
wilh the Crimmcim Ihe one fide, and with his cruettie an the 
other, he hath but few people left. Commend me to millreire 
/jtiii your wife, and to M. Locie, and 10 all our friends. Yours 
to commanrl, Richard Vfco'ubf. Hakluvt. i 402. Ed. 1599. 

(») Mafter Giles Fletcher. D.C.L. was fent hy Queen Eliza- 
beth, in 1588 as Amhaffador to Ihe then Emperor of KulTia. 
While reluming, he reduced his obfervallons of the ftale and 
manners of thai country 'into fome otiler": and puhiilliecl them 
under the title 0/ Ihe Rvffe Common IVeallA. London 1591. 
(Reprinted in H^!uy^i. 474—49;, Ed. 1599 ] His account 
is as follows ; 

The grealelt and mightieft of them [the Tartars] Is the CArim 
"■"- ' ■ - ■" : call the Great Cham) thai lieJi Soulh, and 



Soiitlieillward from Riiffi^ and dolli iiiofl annoy (he Coiintric 
often inuaCons. commonly onue euery yeare, foraetiraes entrini 
very fttrre within the inland parts. Ill tile year isjl. he came ai 
fflireas the citie oi Afeste, with an imnieof aooooo. men, without 
any battflile, or refillance at all, for that the Jfiiffe " 
(Ihea fuan V'afilawkh) leading foortli Imarmie loenci 
liim, marched a vrong way : but aii it wan thought of vcrj pur^ 
pufe, as not daring to adiienture the lielde, by reafnn that hee 
doubled his nobilitie, aodchiefeCnploiues, of a meaning tobeCrar 
him to the Tartar. 

'riic cilie he toofcc not, bnl fired the Siibnths, which by reafbn 
of the buildiHges (wliich is all of wood without any ftone, brick, 
or lime, fane cerlein out roontes} kindled To quickly, and went on 
ivith fnch rage, as that it confumed the greatell part of the citie 
almoll within thefpaceorfoure honres, being of 30. miles or more 
ofcoBipalTe. Then might you hauefeenea lament able fpe<£lac]ej 
belidea the hi^ and m^hty flame of the citie all on light lire, 
the people burning iu their houfes and ftreates, but mod of all 
of fuch aa laboured to pale oirt of the gates farlheft from the 
encmie, where meeting together in a migiilie throng, and fi> 
prc&ing euery man to preuent another, wedgeii ihemfelues fo 
faft wiHiin the gate, and (Ireates near vnto it, as that three ranlts 
ivaikcd onevpon the others head, the vppermoll treading downe 
thofe thai were lower : To that ihei'e perilhed at that time (as 
wa^ fayd) by the lire and the prcITe, the number of gooooo. 
people, or more. 

The Chtim thus haning fired the Citie, and fcdde hk ej-ei 
with the fight of it all on a light flame, returned with his aimie, 
and fent to the SuSi Emperour a knife (oa was layd} to flick 
himCelfe withall : obbniiding this loffe, and his defperate cale, ai 
not daring either to meet his enimy in the fielde, nor 10 truft bis 
friends or fubledla at home. Chap 19. 'The borderers of 
RufGa.' rol. 66. 

3. Prester or Presbv lER [ollN, was the name given by the 
Europeans of the middle ages to a dynafty of fuppofed ealleni 
potentates. The following account is the hiftoiy of this legend : 
— About the beginning of the eleventh century, it hepan to be 
reported in Chriftendom that a certain king beyond Peifia antl 
Armenia had been met by the fpirit of a departed faint in a foreO ; 
that he had been overawed into becoming a true believer; and 
that he had ordered all his fubjcfts, to the number of 300,000, to 
adopt the fame failh. As time palfed by, the report feemed to 
receive gorrobotalion. Envoys pretending to come from the lantl 
in qucflion arrived at Kome. Additional rumours, by what 
means nobody knew, found their way to, the Weft. The man- 

ra and cuHoms of this newly Chridiaoized people were laid 

ain many traces of the old palria ' ' ' '^^- -'-''' 

k^th prieft and king, and was knc 
■'^- e af J'retlet or i'resbyter John. 





padora] l[fe, fonowing their flocks llirough llie defert, fccdiui; 
upon flefli and milk, and being fodclliitule of corn and wine thut 
Iliey were unable in the prefcribed manner lu qbletve the faft- 
days, or to partake of the eucharilL Nor was theeiquiflleprimi- 
tive fimpliclty of his kingdom unadorned by fiibftantial wealth 
and majefty. Unbounded treafureswere at his command ; many 
neighbouring rations were his tribularies j and he fwayed fu- 
premely with a fceptre of emerald. 

Such pleafmH reports as thefe continued lobe greed ilyfivallowed 
by the fuperilitious in Europe, until inve (ligations commenced to 
be made. It then began to appear doubtful whether this happy 
land were not a mere Utopia, and whether this admirable 
Prefter John were not a mere creature of the popular fancy. 
Carpini, a Francifcan friar who was fent by Pope Innocent IV., 
in 1246, on an emlialfy to the Mongnis, failed to difcover the 
celebrated nation of Chrilliana. Not long afterwards another 
Francifcan, William de Rubruquis, who penetrated into Afui aa 
far as Karakonim, could lind none but a few Neftorians, who 
had even heard of the great prieft-king. Equally unfiiceefifBl 
were the Portiigncfe explorers who readied India by the way of 
tlie Cape of Good Hope about the end of the fifteenth century. 
After fruilledly feeking for the Prefter in Afia, they were lain to 
fuppofe, on few or no grounds, that ihcy had found him in Africa 
in the perfon of an Abyllinian prince. The refult of all these 
explorations was, that invelligBtors have ceafed to inquiie into 
Ihe truth of ibe ftory of Prefter John, and turned tliejr allention 
lo an explanation of its origin. The mod plaufible folulion is 
tliat given by Mofheim in his Church Hitory. He fuppofes that 
a certain Neftorian pried namedjohn gained pofTeflion of a throne 
in Afialic Tartary; that he dill retained the name of Presbyter 
after his accelTion ; and that the title of Freder John was inherited 
by his defcendants along with the throne, until his dynafly was 
extirpated by the mighty Tartar emperor Ccngiakan. — Encycla- 
/KeiiiaBrUamiica,Ti\iu., III. Eighth Editian. 

Among Ihe curious defcriptions of this fabulous empire is a 
I fmall work printed in French at Rouen in 1^06, of which the title 
' is funply Pebrester Ikhan. While the imprint runs thus— Cy 
' fineni la diucrStU dn >, • ■ ^ . , ■•■ . , . 
' la Um de pratre lehuH 
I dcmourani a merldz. 
I It puroorls to be a letter from Prefter John himfelf lo the Em- 
peror of Rome and the King of France, and is dated ' from our 
■ holy palace, in the year of our biith 506.' It is a tilTue of marvel 
L ader marvel ; fo as to render it hardly credible that it was ever 
! ferioudy believed in. A few feiitences will (how its charafler. 
I "Prefter John by the grace of God all powerful kins of all 
I ihe Chridians ; to the Emperor of Rome and lo the King of 
I France, our friends, greeting. We wifli you lo know of our dale 
itjtf foreromeiri, that is to f>]r, of out peo^Ve utfi '^wb ^'SAtsKS. 



IT tnitnali Anil becaufc you fay that our people do 

)t flgtee in flmlHiippinaUodaiyoii Ho in your couiitrv, wewiih 

Jii to know ihnl wc adore and be!ie.-e in Ihe Falher, the Son, 

I Mi'l the Holy Spirit wlio are three perrons in one deity and one 

' 'me, And WB ecrtiry»nd fend to you by our letters fealed ! 

. ir Scnl conccming ihe ftiite and manner of our land and 

I of our pcopln And if yoli will come into our country, for [lie 

I good tint WB hnvK hcllrd of you, we will make yoo lord after us, 

I Ulil will ([ive you large lands and lordlhips. 

I Know then that we have the higheft crown in all the worlcL 

I Alfo irold. filv«r, Cknil precinns Hones, and cities, caftles, and 

I lowiil. Knew rvlfo thai we have in our counliy forly-two kin^ 

I bU powerful and koo(1 Chriftfans. Know alfo that we fupport 

I wllfi our 4lmi all llie poor in onr land whether native or foreign, 

I tot the lovB and honour of Jcfiis Chrift, Know alfo that we have 

■ .promtfed in good-fnilh to cootjuer the Settutcbre of our Lord 

F Jtia* Chrlfl and alto alt the Ijind of Promlfe. .... 

~ Alfo in our country are elevhonts [oliflans] ; and another kind 

OT animal, very oreat, called dromedaries ; and while horfes, and 

while oxen, and alfo favof^ cattle with feven horns ; bears and 

UoiU of dilTerent colours, that is to fay, red, green, black, and 

white ; and wild affei with little horns . . . And green 

Inrfca, that corner than any other animal in the world- Knonr 

idfo that «ra nave griffons that will eaCly carry an ox or an horTp 

tniothdr nelU (or their Utile Urds to est. 

Know alfo between us and the Saracens rons a river called 
Syilonta, which com« from the terreltiial paradife and is qoile 
lull of pt«cIous ftonvs, that is to (ay, emerald^ taphiis, rabies, 
cbakedoniea. carbamdei, topas ; and krenl oiho- kinds that I 
do not inentlon : and of caeli we know the oanie and rennc 
Xbow >lfi> that in out land is on heil> caUed pannanablc ; and 
~ ~~ ' V CKiries it upon hinv can oicluuit ihe Devil and ask 
M he ts uuing. and what be is doing un the tuih, and 
W him i^ t upon which accotuu the Dnil daies oot fa« 
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kind of CMir animals And becsde foit hj dtat oar people do 
not agree in wotOiippu^ God xs joa do in joar coantrv, we witli 
jTon to know that we adore and beiie"e in the Father/ the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit who are three p esSau s in ooe dettj and one 

God akne. AndweccrtifTandfisui to joa by onr letters lealed 
with our Seal ooocemiog the ftate and mjint^^ of qq^ lan^f ^nd 

of our people And if ^ron will oome into onr coontry, for the 

good that we hare heard of too. we will laaks yon lord after us, 

and will gire yon large lands and locdfhrps. 

Know then that we hare the highcft crown in all the world. 
Alfo gold, (ilTer, and predoos ftooe% and dtses^ cafUes, and 
townsw Know alfo that we have in onr coontry forty-two kings, 
all powerfnl and good ChriflLins. Know alfo that we fnpport 
with onr alms all the poor in oor land whether native or foreign, 
for the lore and honoor of Jefics ChrifL Know alfo that we have 
promifed in good-^th to cxnqixer the Sepulchre of onr Lord 
Jefos Chriil and alfo ail the Land of Promife. .... 

Alfo in our country are elephants ^olidansl ; and another kind 
of animal, Tcry great, called dromedaries ; and white hodes, and 
white oxen, and alfo lavage cattle with fofen honis ; bears and 
lions of different colours^ that is to hx^ red, oi ' * ' f * i^ blac^ and 
white ; and wild affes with little honss ... And green 
horfes, that go filler than any other animal in the world. Know 
alfo that we have griffons that will eafily carry an ox or an horl'e 
into their nefts for their little birds to ear, 

Know alfo between ns and the Sarsceos nms a rnrer called 
Sydonis, which comes from the tcneftrial paradiie and is quite 
fidl of predoos ftones, that is to finr, emexalds £Lpfur% mbtes, 
chalcedonies, carbondes, topos ; and firveral other kinds that I 
do not mention : and oif eadi we know the name and vertae. 
Know alfo that in our land is an herb called pomanable ; and 
whofoerer carries it npoa him* can enchant the I>svil and ask 
him where he is going, and what he is doing on the Earth, and 
can make him tdl ; vpon which acooont the I>enl dares not be 
in oor country." 
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